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highlighted by journalists have helped define what is im- 
portant for professional historians to concentrate on in their 
unabridged treatises. In other cases, news stories provide 
professional historians with the mood and contextual 
framework of an era. In still other cases, journalism actually 
becomes an integral part of the historical account because 
the journalists’ reporting or opinions constitute a primary 
reference that is crucial to the writing of history. 

Whatever the case, it is important for the journalist to 
appreciate and understand the discipline of history. If one is 
going to become involved in the writing of history — no 
matter at what level or to what degree — it is incumbent upon 
him or her to know how to discern good history from bad, to 
be able to avoid the pitfalls of biased history, and to learn 
how to write balanced and accurate accounts of events that 
will stand the test of time. 

The history of journalism is replete with examples of both 
good history and bad history. Therefore a careful analysis of 
historic press performance — ranging from Benjamin 
Franklin’s Silence Dogood Letters about life in colonial 
Boston down to contemporary accounts of President 
Reagan’s policies for 20th Century America — can held 
prepare the aspiring journalist for a career of successful as 
well as responsible journalism. The study of history can 


contribute greatly toward that end. 

In the final analysis the marks of good history are very 
similar to the marks of good journalism — careful gathering 
and checking of facts, logical analysis of information, 
thorough documentation of sources, and precise attention to 


1. Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel, ‘‘Introduction,’’ The Philosophy of History 
(New York: Dover Publications, Inc., 1956), p. 6. 


2. Quoted by Daniel J. Boorstin, The Lost World of Thomas Jefferson 3rd ed. 
(Boston: Beacon Press, 1964), p. 218. 


3. Ralph Waldo Emerson, ‘‘Works and Days,”’ Society and Solitude (Boston: 
Fields, Osgood, and Co., 1870), p. 158. 


4. Thomas Carlyle, ‘‘On History,’’ Critical and Miscellaneous Essays (London: 
Chapman and Hall, 1899), vol. 2, p. 83. 


5. At this point in the class session the lecturer introduces the topic by holding up 
huachas for the students to examine. Then as a means of piquing their in- 
terest, he asks various members of the class to identify the origin of the 
huachas. After speculation that covers the globe from northern Africa to Asia 
to Central American, the revelation comes that the correct answer is the 
western coast of South America. By then the class is invariably deeply 
engrossed in the topic. The huaches were obtained by the author on a study 
tour of Peru in 1965. Documentation for the information related on the pre- 
Columbian pottery and Machu Picchu was obtained from curators by the 
author while on the same visitation. 


6. See John Tebbel, The Compact History of the American Newspaper (New 
York: Hawthorn Books, Inc., 1963), pp. 121-22, and Edwin Emery and Michael 
Emery, The Press and America, 4th ed. (Englewood Cliffs, N.J.: Prentice- 
Hall, Inc., 1978), pp. 168-69 and 177-78. fal 
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